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In this book, Stephen Vantassel investigates the biblical, ethical, and scientific arguments employed by the CAR movement
concerning human-wildlife relations. In
this regard, the book engages in practical
theology by addressing several important
questions: How should Christians treat
our wildlife neighbors? Has the Church
been wrong in its understanding of human
dominion? Does God want Christians to
avoid hunting, trapping, fishing, and adopt
a vegetarian lifestyle? This book provides
answers to these questions by detailing a
theology the author calls, “Shepherdism.”
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“Using both Old and New Testament references, Stephen Vantassel very effectively
defends trapping, hunting, fishing, and all animal use from the claims of the Christian Animal Rights movement . . . This book is essential reading for Christians
and non-Christians alike. Not only does it clarify the issue of animal use, it allows
people to use the Bible to defend themselves from attacks by animal rights activists.
And it enlarges our awareness of our relationship with the physical world. Vantassel
has given us the gift of increasing our consciousness, thereby expanding our ability
to worship God.”
—Bob Noonan, editor, Wildlife Control Technology
Stephen M. Vantassel is Project Coordinator for Wildlife Damage Management at the
University of Nebraska–Lincoln and a tutor at King’s Evangelical Divinity School in
Wales, United Kingdom. In addition to his numerous articles authored on the subject
on the of humanity’s relationship to wildlife, he is the author of The Wildlife Removal
Handbook, rev. ed., and The Wildlife Damage Inspection Handbook, rev. ed.
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